Relief of pressure damping during coronary angioplasty: a device for creating side holes in PTCA guiding catheters.
Percutaneous coronary angioplasty guiding catheters occasionally wedge in the coronary orifice and obstruct blood flow, making completion of the balloon dilatation difficult. Side holes may be made in the catheter, but when created free-hand may not be ideal. This report describes a device for creating side holes of small size, with uniform shape, and without rough edges. The disadvantages of dye extravasation and loss of strength in the catheter are minimized.